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Welcome Message

O

n behalf of the team, I am delighted
to welcome you to the November
2015 Stockholm Dialogue. This
Dialogue on Sustainability Science and
Values was first initiated in 2013 during
GIAN-Ecology meeting in Stockholm,
Sweden. After this, several steps were
undertaken with different groups and
partners in Asia, India, Africa and Europe
from the scientific, academe, social
sciences and religious communities to
initiate conversations on transformative
research governance. We hope to bring all our learnings from the
previous conversations to this meeting in Stockholm. We also hope
that through this dialogue we may encourage all to have a personal
and social transformation for real action and social inclusion and
environmental integrity.
I want to express my deepest gratitude to everyone in Stockholm
Environment Institute for hosting us and for partnering with us in
organising this global initiative on sustainability science and values.
I am also grateful to Newman Institute and Environmental Science
for Social Change for extending their support in making this meeting
possible. May our time together in Stockholm be fruitful and inspiring
and draw more people to engage with us in this broader endeavour on
sustainability science and values.

Jose Ignacio Garcia SJ
Ecology Coordinator
Global Ignatian Advocacy Network
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The Call
Discussions for action on global challenges today need to begin
with and integrate an understanding of the reality of a world at risk.
Science already shows us the “Boundaries on the Landscape” and
where we exceed the thresholds, even if there is still much to be
better measured. These boundaries are experienced in the landscapes
where we live, in cities or rural communities, in temperate or tropical
areas. Local concerns that may not be the most critical globally
are obviously connected to the broader pattern of events. It is this
growing awareness of global with local and local with global that must
motivate local actions relating to the sustainability of people and
their landscape. Science alone will not provide solutions for a more
sustainable world. (See Figure 1. Boundaries on the Landscape)
It is in this context that the Stockholm Environment Institute, Newman
Institute and Global Ignatian Advocacy Network on Ecology are
coming together and shaping a common ground to understand better
the need to integrate sustainability science and values. The effort is to
promote greater engagement and understanding among those doing
environmental science and those working with local communities
for sustained initiatives on resource management, transformative
education and simple lifestyle. (See Figure 2. Framework of Dialogue
on Sustainability and Values)
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Figure 1. Boundaries on the Landscape

Figure 2. Framework on Sustainability Science and Values Dialogue
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A

Why dialogue on
sustainability and values?
Sustainability science and values: research, solidarity and spirituality

O

ur planet’s fragility and humanity’s vulnerability are increasingly
laid bare through environmental and social concerns that
challenge our generation. Prevailing social and economic
development models can no longer remain indifferent to these realities.
Meeting the challenge of a sustainable world requires a practical
reckoning and an attitude of care to engage the complexity of poverty,
environmental degradation, and quality of life that is good for all.
Values of our planet
Science and technology are bringing about significant responses in
understanding and mitigation, but the real challenge has most to do
with what we value and why we should care to make a difference.
Science and technology cannot impact without personal, political,
and economic commitment. A greater focus on values helps form
a broader social engagement that is gravely lacking at this critical
point and guides our actions and decisions within the planetary
boundaries. Through the promotion and deepening of this dialogue
on transformative values, commitments are reinforced for a more
sustainable world. The dialogue of sustainability science shares and
communicates the human concern for planetary boundaries, for a
change in lifestyle, and for greater action when the environmental
changes are experienced at the local level.
The science needed is also recognised as a sustainability research,
defined as “an emerging academic field of problem-driven,
interdisciplinary scholarship that seeks to facilitate interventions that
foster shared prosperity and reduced poverty while protecting the
environment.”1
Care for the environment is necessary and an ongoing dialogue based
on this care is gaining ground among people who are engaged in

1Sustainability Science Program, Centre for International
Development, Harvard University, 2012.
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scientific research and implementation. At the same time, this global
conversation acknowledges the inequalities and conditions in which
people live and labour, and calls for a re-assessment of how science,
technology, and business can engage with the needs. The challenge
to economic development is one of justice, to evaluate its role beyond
profit margins and commodification to sustainably manage resources
and local economies and respond to local social needs. The social and
environmental encyclical Laudato sí is Pope Francis’ urgent appeal for
a “new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet.
We need a conversation that includes everyone, since the environment
challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect
us all” (#14).
Values in building solidarity
Solidarity is a valuable way of offering a three-dimensional
connectedness of future generations, the poor, and the environment.
It is also a good concept as it does not rely on reciprocity but asks for
the individual to act in response to the human context. Solidarity also
invokes the natural and spiritual relations that sustain us, including the
need to be part of the living Earth and the struggles of others whom
we join so that we too may grow. From experiences of solidarity, we
share learning experiences of humility and discernment and are able to
express stories of hope coming from the simple context of community.
Solidarity with the youth is important as they are often excluded from
job markets, and are struggling for their identity and with limited
support systems. We need a new way to communicate, not only in
terms of social media, so that we reach the other millions of youth who
are vulnerable and seeking answers on how to live a sustainable life.
If the shift is to be real, we have to go deep. This requires an awakening
of people to the responsibility for action now, in a way that scientists,
politicians, or business leaders cannot achieve alone. In increasingly
individualistic societies, there is a challenge to go beyond personal
successes so as to understand one’s existence in relations to
others beyond the dynamics of competition and survival and have
empathy with others. Depth comes from consciousness, suffering, a
strong sense of solidarity, active acceptance of what is happening,
and identification of critical points of change. Depth gives space to
consider healing and not simply bargaining and trade-offs at levels and
community wellbeing to global sustainability. Social history calls for
greater reconciliation and it is not simply a matter of justice but people
have occasion to express restoring relations and explore options. The
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need for reconciliation with creation and the resolution of existing strife
in many areas over natural resources such as water, present multiple
challenges if we are moving with deeper commitment than simply the
business proficiency of our times.
Believers and all people of goodwill can easily acknowledge the value
of the human spirit in sharing concerns and in seeking to address
environmental concerns. The spirituality of wellbeing that looks inside
the self to find meaning finds connectivity with all that is around us
in our landscape and with the planet. This attitude naturally opens
with gratitude and humility that needs to be shared in community and
society.
Sources of values: the challenge to reason, cultures and spirituality
Spirituality is key in forming the scientific mind to transcend the self
in a life-affirming engagement. Without the spirituality, ethics can
become a moralizing attempt, lacking accountability, and with no
commitment to change. Spirituality begins with wonder and gratitude
for the diversity of life -- its connectedness and simplicity and also its
great complexity in its natural systems and cultural interplay. As one
feels connected to the environment and cared for, there is a desire to
nurture a sense of care and accountability while sharing a narrative of
hope both of the landscape and with others.
What motivates the person to ask “Why me, why must I change?”
Changes in attitudes are not merely rational decisions that simply
convert to action. People make commitments that are laden with
multiple values. People choose and consciously internalize and take
action in a many ways and this process is determined by the values
people hold.
We recognise thus the need for a deeper understanding of how values
are formed and communicated that is critical in guiding us along
this transformative process towards justice and healing within the
planetary boundaries of sustainability.
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B

Shaping the Future We Want:
Education for Sustainability
Education for sustainability, science and values

T

he post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals serves as a
framework for global development efforts for the next 15 years.
The post-2015 education for all agenda is an integral part of the
sustainable development agenda, which was developed through a
broad and inclusive consultative process.2
In shaping the future we want, we have to create a transformative
learning process that integrates the principles and practices of
sustainable development goals into all aspects of education and
learning. A learning process that encourages change in knowledge,
values and attitudes of youth, educators and education systems that
enable a more sustainable and just society for all with a deep sense
for “care of our earth”.
The policy track is not always successful in achieving the change
needed (COP 15 to COP 21). Awareness is not enough for political
commitment to happen. The focus now begins with changing personal
values or lifestyle, which is increasingly recognised as critical
elements in learning and curriculum systems.
There is also a growing interest on a broader sense of “the good life”
or buen vivir, emerging in different forms globally. Buen vivir is based
on the classical ideas of a good quality of life but with a specific focus
on wellbeing as possible within community. In most approaches,
“community” is understood more broadly and includes Nature.
The precautionary principle helps us in addressing the right response
as with the installation of hydro dams that is viewed as ecologically
sustainable but often results in the disruption of local ecosystems.

2Education post-2015 process http://en.unesco.org/world-educationforum-2015/post-2015/education-post-2015-process
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We need an understanding and appreciation of the common good,
our common home, to establish the attitude of seeking specific
resolutions, to reject systematic and arbitrary exclusions and
to enable and engage conditions that allow the achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals.
Critical competencies are needed in strengthening: (i) youth, selfevaluation and culture, (ii) awareness as the first step of solidarity; and
(iii) engagement as a way to know and understand other people’s lives
and the vocational capacity to learn new skills and form values.
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C

Our Engagement:
A Broadening Dialogue with
Transformative Values
Mind shift and social transformation towards a global agenda for social inclusion

T

he “Need for Change” is critical in achieving personal and social
transformation. Rationalising or understanding our contexts leads to
broader processing of our global landscape that drives real action for
social inclusion and environmental integrity.
Communicating science in a world of change
A deeper understanding of human values that determine people’s
decisions in our present global and national systems is critical in guiding
us along this transformative process, so as to begin to address the social
exclusion that is part of business as usual. The process seeks to include
the development of social commitment and political will with greater
economic accountability. As such, access to water is secured for all, risks
are reduced, ecosystems are sustained for the sake of generations to
come, and in this way the natural flows of the planet are maintained.
While science gives us the rational arguments for guiding global decisions,
expressed personal values do transform social agendas that are not
simply formed by policy initiatives. Deliberate and conscious efforts to
communicate scientific concerns for sustainability are very much needed.
This communication is not simply to accommodate realities of current
political and economic systems, but to relate with and help in responding
to social daily concerns of people. This communication needs to be
done in ways that help form or reinforce basic values such as gratitude,
solidarity, healing and simplicity, by which societies can and must act.
Cultures and religions, challenges for social transformation
Poverty is in part tied to the landscape, livelihood, and basic family
security. People at the margins of society suffer most when environment
stress occurs as they are excluded from the broader economic exchange
that allows options for sustaining a family life. This means that their
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livelihood on the land should be viewed in terms of social sustainability,
not economic profit. With this in mind and heart, capacity building is
a key focus in the call for transformation towards social inclusion.
Local governments and enterprises also need capacity to facilitate that
inclusion as we move to a deeper human development.

Changing minds and hearts
Yes, the mind has to shift! What a great challenge, as we must now
conceive with creativity and urgency a whole new way of thinking and
communicating: how we as humans relate in every detail with the
planet Earth. To change how we live, we must change how we think.
We must change the very framework of how we put all our institutions,
communities, knowledge, and needs together. We need to incorporate a
greater experience of how humans adapt globally and tap the creativity
needed in socially moving beyond the security of predictable ways
as defined by present political and corporate ‘business as usual.’ The
economy, industry, infrastructure, markets, culture, communications, even
how and why we do science, develop laws, and reflect philosophically,
must radically relate in new ways. We need to integrate concern and
compassion in our daily and institutional living that transforms the moral
and ecological outcome of our lives and our societies.
In expressing hope, it is easier to see opportunities and ways forward,
bringing more people into the process to help develop a greater context
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and commitment for change. Fear of the future reminds us of the need for
humans, especially the youth, to have a context that builds hope. Without
hope, it is difficult to mobilize people toward meaningful action. A key
effort is in identifying: one, what generates hope for humankind in a world
that is suffering deeply and where threats are great and increasing; and
two, the reasons for such a hope.
Hope is primarily relational, seeing from a deeper reflection the
connections and possibilities for change through better relations. For
many, our sense of community is at the core of our hope. We think
of these relations as personal, social and institutional; there are also
the economic and cross cultural, as the relations are “across” many
differences and levels. Hope allows us link the present with the future and
share a story of a beautiful planet.
Achieving transformation on the ground
The present context of rational and scientific understanding of climate
change is not generating political and economic commitment to support
the actions needed given the increasing environmental degradation. While
many people may be more actively aware and take personal initiative
and community venues help in presenting the challenges, these are not
generating the economic and political change. Things are happening in
the climate for change and many of this stories are shared the dialogue
in process so far. Some of the stories are shared here under values in an
effort to promote a climate for change and give a basis for greater political
and economic attitude and action.
Our present processes of global negotiations do not allow for the mind
shift needed in dealing with the immediate local concerns of many.
The depth of the realization needed globally to feel connected with the
human condition of others, and the hope that needs to be shared through
changes in global economic and political systems, are insufficient in
developing and implementing the necessary changes. For example, the
interests of extractive corporations are displacing tribal communities,
weakening cultural systems for decision making, and exerting pressure
in fragile environments and cultures even if the economic argument
cannot be contested. There is a fragmentation of thinking and deciding, as
scientific, economic, and social realities do not meet. Political structures
are not designed for effective intervention at the local level as with
availability of safe lands for housing, nor at the global as with carbon tax.
There is much fatigue among those most engaged in civil society after
years of frustration with the present ineffectiveness of global processes
and there is a need for broader commitment.
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Background

T

he Global Ignatian Advocacy Network (GIAN)-Ecology continues
to pursue the call to dialogue on sustainability science and
values that emerged from previous discussions in Stockholm,
Sweden in 2013 and in Malaybalay City, Philippines last year. The
release of the papal social and environment encyclical, Laudato sí, has
made this call for dialogue more urgent.
Jesuit response: engaging with others on developing constructive
dialogue on sustainability science and values
Through numerous engagements, Jesuits and scientists are
developing constructive dialogue on caring for our environment. This
dialogue of values with science recognises the work that science is
doing and the need to build bridges with broader society in seeking a
more sustainable world.
Prior to this “Stockholm Dialogue”, several steps were undertaken
with different groups and partners from the scientific, academe,
social sciences and religious communities to initiate discussions on
transformative research governance that seek to generate diverse
responses to integral ecology and sustainable human development.
Also, these dialogues seek to develop more critical understanding
about transformative research and governance through knowledge
and experiences shared by many across the globe. These also hope
to generate collaborative engagements among participants on topics
that promote sustainability science, education for sustainability and
transformative values.
Step 1: GIAN-Ecology in Stockholm, Sweden: Climate Change and
Dialogue with Values
During the first week of September 2013, GIAN-Ecology held a core
group meeting in Stockholm. The opportunity to meet emerged with
the extraordinary support of the Newman Institute in Uppsala. The
Institute offers courses in philosophy, theology, and cultural issues,
and was recently recognised as an institution of higher education
by the Swedish authorities. The support of Andreas Carlgren, former
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environment minister of Sweden and currently a member of the
Institute, has been crucial for the group to meet in Stockholm, and
also with Fr. Mikael Schink SJ, facilitated the meeting.3
The conversations with numerous people turned to the need for
greater hope and action, and for this, the importance of clear values
in life and an attitude of living a simple life were seen as critical.
Institutions of government and much of secular society do not
embody a value system and along with this, the youth and young
professionals face both work insecurity and a consumerist “ethic” but
with little reflection to bring them forward in making the decisions and
forming the hope that this generation needs. Even Jesuit institutions
of higher education are challenged to accompany students in learning
how to make decisions for life. The discussions focused on the need
for clear values in society by which we can live a simple lifestyle
closer to the land. The stories are multiple and local but as yet are not
communicated as desirable in a consumerist society. The challenge
that is recognised is how to communicate and network with the values
of sharing and caring; of the relational component in achieving basic
needs on the one hand, and on the other, living simply in a consumerist
economy as it stands. There is a need to focus on a language and a
pedagogy that is easily understandable and engages people.4
Step 2: Conference on Transformative Land and Water Governance: a
collaborative engagement towards transformative research and
governance for sustainable human development5
The conference, which was held from 21 to 23 May 2014, drew 100
participants. It builds on previous conferences co-organised with
the Jesuit institutions of Ateneo de Davao University, Ateneo de
Cagayan-Xavier University, University of Namur, Gembloux Agro
Tech and Environmental Science for Social Change talking through
topics related to vulnerability to resilience, migration and soil fertility
assessment. There was considerable Jesuit scientific and social
presence, with representatives from Environmental Science for Social
Change, Manila Observatory, Ateneo de Davao University, Ateneo
de Cagayan-Xavier University, Loyola House of Studies, Arrupe
International Residence (Philippines); University of Namur (Belgium);
St Xavier’s College Kolkata (India); Jesuit Social Services (Australia);
3http://www.ecojesuit.com/gian-ecology-in-stockholm-sweden/5676/
4http://www.ecojesuit.com/climate-change-and-the-dialogue-withvalues/5725/
5http://transformativegovernance.essc.org.ph
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Jesuit Province Australia; Jesuit Social Services (Timor Leste); Jesuit
Service (Cambodia); Jesuit Refugees Service (Indonesia); Social
Apostolate-Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific; and Jesuit European
Social Service (Brussels, Belgium)).6
The conference was about a re-thinking, a shifting, a changing of
attitudes to allow transformative and innovative governance of
natural resources development and management, especially in the
context of Mindanao with its fragile environment and peace and the
diversity of its cultures and people. The gathering is also about a
group of people coming together from different parts of the globe to
look more deeply at the broader sense of mission and environmental
concerns, developing collaborative strategies, and envisioning
practical, contemporary responses that reflect a creative care and
compassion for an integral, inclusive, sustainable, and quality human
development for people and cultures. Pre- and post-conference visits
were arranged for people to see a dialogue of science and values.
Science has a great deal to contribute to the well-being of society
and needs to increasingly link to a broader set of human values
that can communicate more effectively the scientific message that
Anthropocene is a new era for the world in which we have a hold in
its turning. Andreas Carlgren, discussed this further in his keynote
speech.7
Step 3: Meeting with Spanish Jesuit universities and German scientists in
Namur, Belgium in November 2014
A further discussion on sustainability science and values was held in
Namur where community of academe, social and physical scientists
and religious joined the meeting.
Step 4: Sustainability discussion in Loyola University Chicago, March
20158
Sustainability science and values was part of a discussion during
the second annual climate change conference held Loyola University
Chicago last March 2015.

6

http://sjapc.net/content/transformative-education-and-socialengagement-have-great-synergy
7http://www.ecojesuit.com/collaborating-for-transformative-researchtowards-sustainable-human-development/6559/
8http://www.luc.edu/sustainability/initiatives
climatechange/2015conference/
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Step 5: Water security discussion during the Global Earth Summit IV in
Kolkata, India9
GIAN-Ecology South Asia, the Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat
in Rome, and Saint Xavier’s College, Kolkata were the joint organisers
of the three-day international conference (March 2015) and drew
around 45 Jesuits from all over India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. Students,
professors, and alumni of Saint Xavier’s College-Kolkata also
participated in the summit and reflected on the theme of global
climate change and water disasters. Field visits to the wetland
development in Eastern Kolkata, the Sundarbans-Biosphere reserve,
and areas affected by the 2004 tsunami and Cyclone Aila in May 2009
were also undertaken.
Step 6: JESAM Ecology Water Week 2015: Access to safe drinking water
for all10
The Jesuit Africa Social Centers Network (JASCNET) and the Global
Ignatian Advocacy Network (GIAN)-Ecology organised the JESAM
Water Week from 31 August to 4 September 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya
with the theme Access to safe drinking water for all, a work focus
of GIAN-Ecology. Participants listened to various experts from UN
Habitat, UNEP, National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA),
and GIAN-Ecology leaders and shared their experiences from various
African countries on the challenges faced by many African countries
in providing clean drinking water to the population.

9http://www.ecojesuit.com/water-security-discussion-during-theglobal-earth-summit-iv-in-kolkata-india/7805/
10http://www.ecojesuit.com/jesam-ecology-water-week-2015-accessto-safe-drinking-water-for-all/8634/
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Objectives, Results and Format

T

his dialogue seeks an interdisciplinary approach in tackling
both the environmental challenges and those of poverty and
justice within the contexts of values, which affects the process
of sustainability research, solidarity building, spirituality, personal
responsibility, reasoning, and diversification of values. This dialogue
is relevant to both science and spirituality in their contribution to a
broader global shift in attitudes of greater responsibility, in simplicity
of lifestyle, and inclusion of the margins.
We know that the scientific problems we face on the planet and we
must continue with the research and the social adaptation to give
hope and help build trust amongst people. Mitigation has its limits
in present political and economic systems. There is a humanism
that is growing a human spirit that wants to act and experience
with compassion and with others in ways that contribute to a
process of change. The challenges of poverty and justice are now
relevant both for science and spirituality. Responding to these
challenges contributes to a broader global shift in attitudes of greater
responsibility, simplicity of lifestyle and inclusion of the margins.
Elements of a Transformative Process
1. Solidarity.
2. Spirituality is key in forming the scientific mind to transcend
the self in a life affirming engagement; without spirituality,
ethics and accountability is difficult to achieve.
3. Mind-shift. A new way of thinking, science, while important, is
only one among many components required to recalibrate our
values for the Anthropocene.
4. Depth. Need to understand more deeply and intelligently
about globalization so we can respond more adequately and
decisively.
17

5. Hope. Fear of the future reminds us of the need for the youth
to have a context that builds hope; without hope it is difficult to
mobilize people toward a meaningful action.
6. Personal transformation.
The Dialogue is organised into three types of gathering
1. The Plenary session features 15-minute presentations of the
thematic speakers with times for questions and comments.
2. Table dialogues, corresponding to the transformative values
and processes needed for sustainable science and human
development. Each table dialogue is given 15 minutes to
exchange and address clarification questions about their
topic. Time is allotted for the Moderator to provide a synthesis
to wrap-up the session.
3. A wrap-up plenary session is organised to present results from
the table dialogues and session synthesis.
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Theme Speakers
Listed according to the order of presentation in the programme

Johan L. KUYLENSTIERNA

J

ohan L. Kuylenstierna is the Executive
Director of Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI). He holds an adjunct
professorship in international water resources
issues at the Department of Physical
Geography and Quaternary Sciences at the
Stockholm University. Johan has previously
worked as the Chief Technical Advisor to the
Chair of UN-Water, based at FAO in Rome.
Before joining the United Nations, he served as
Project Director at the Stockholm International Water Institute with the
overall responsibility for the World Water Week in Stockholm. He also
established the Swedish Water House initiative and served as its first
manager.
Johan has worked as a consultant for many years with a focus on
environmental management, corporate social responsibility (CSR),
communication, core-value development, stakeholder participation
processes and capacity development. Among other things, he
developed and ran negotiation-training games, both in Sweden and
through international training programmes. He focused primarily
on water and climate change issues from policy and management
perspectives. He worked in close co-operation with governments,
international organisations, NGO’s, and the academic and business
communities.
Email: executive.director@sei-international.org
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Dr. Rasmus KLØCKER LARSEN

R

asmus Kløcker Larsen is a Research
Fellow at SEI Stockholm. He joined SEI in
September 2006. Rasmus is committed
to supporting people, who hold competing
claims on natural resources, to respond more
dialogically to each other and the intractable
dilemmas that they face.

Rasmus specialised in fostering action-learning
inquiries into governance dilemmas linked to
water resources, agro-forestry, and extractive industries. His activities
range from community-based impact assessment, through process
design and leadership in stakeholder dialogues, to review of the
coherence and implementability of policies. Participatory action
research and critical systemic thinking, striving to improve governance
praxis through co-engagement with stakeholders in concrete tasks,
principally inspire his work.
Email: rasmus.klocker.larsen@sei-international.org

Sylvia MICLAT

S

ylvia Miclat is currently the Executive
Director of the Institute of Environmental
Science for Social Change (ESSC), a
Jesuit environmental research organisation
that works primarily with communities
and local governments in natural resource
management and planning. She also contributes
to the communication of the institutional work
through the online platforms Sustainability Science Philippines
(http://sustainabilityphilippines.ph/) and Ecology and Jesuits in
Communication (http://ecojesuit.com/). She has been with ESSC
since 1998 and previously held positions in planning and programs
management.
Email: sylviamiclat@essc.org.ph
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Dr. Andreas GÖSELE SJ

D

r. Andreas is a professor of Social
Ethics, Logic and the Foundations
of Social Sciences of the Institute
for Social and Development Studies in
Munich. He is a member of the property
committees’ mission - justice - peace “of
the National Committee of Catholics in
Bavaria and “Justice, Development, Peace”
of the Diocesan Council of Catholics of
the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising. His activities are mainly
focused on the topics of social ethics, intellectual property rights and
fundamental questions of decision theory.
Email: andreas.goesele@hfph.de

Dr. Louise KARLBERG

L

ouise Kalberg is a Research Fellow of SEI and
joined the institute in 2006. She specialises
in flows of water and matter in terrestrial
ecosystems and holds a PhD in Land and Water
Resources Sciences from the Royal Institute of
technology (KTH), Sweden. Her work focuses on
water management in small-scale agriculture in
tropical regions, and in particular on the modelling
of transpiration and photosynthesis and the impact of climate and
environment. In recent years, Louise’s research has also included
modelling of carbon turnover in terrestrial ecosystems.
Email: louise.karlberg@sei-international.org
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Robert WATT

R

obert Watt is SEI’s Director of
Communications, with responsibility
for SEI’s global communications, both
internal and external. Rob joined SEI in
2008. He and his team of communications
experts work closely with SEI researchers to
bridge science to policy and raise the profile
of SEI. In addition, Rob is in demand as a
public speaker on the science and policy
of environment and development for large
conferences (e.g. Nationella Vindkraftskonferens), businesses and
business leaders (e.g. Ruter Dam, Folksam) and the public sector (e.g.
Region Gotland, Miljödepartementet and EU decision-makers).
Rob is not only a practitioner; he is also interested in understanding
the science of science communication. In particular, the tension of
timescales (the urgency of policy-making, the time lag of implementation
and the slow variables of environmental and social change), creating the
policy/science interface, and the role of storytelling.
Email: robert.watt@sei-international.org

Michael CZERNY SJ

M

ichael Czerny is a Canadian Jesuit who
has worked with various Jesuit social
justice initiatives for over thirty years.
Czerny first served as the founding director of
the Jesuit Centre for Social Faith and Justice
in Toronto from 1979 to 1989, then as director
of the Human Rights Institute at the University
of Central America (UCA) in El Salvador. From
1992 to 2002, Czerny served as the Secretary for Social Justice at
the Jesuit Curia, and subsequently served as the founding directorcoordinator of the African Jesuit Aids Network (AJAN) until 2010.
Since 2009 has been an adjutor to the African Bishops Conference
and Synod, as well as personal assistant to Cardinal Peter Kodwo,
president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.
Email: m.czerny@justpeace.va
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Dr. Michael J. GARANZINI SJ

F

or the past fourteen years, Fr. Michael
J. Garanzini SJ has served as the
President and CEO of Loyola University
Chicago. As of 01 July 2015, Fr. Garanzini
assumed his new role as Chancellor at
Loyola while also concurrently serving as
the Secretary for Higher Education for the
Society of Jesus.
Email: Mgaranz@luc.edu

Prof. Astrid SÖDERBERGH
WIDDING PhD

A

strid Söderbergh Widding is the ViceChancellor of Stockholm University
since February 2013. She is a fellow
of the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters,
History and Antiquities, member of the
Advisory Council of the National Library
of Sweden, board member of the Ingmar
Bergman Foundation and committee
member of the King Gustaf VI Adolf’s fund
for Swedish Culture.
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Dr. Sverker SÖRLIN

S

verker Sörlin is a professor of
Environmental History at KTH Royal
Institute of Technology since 2002. He
held an adjunct position in the Stockholm
Resilience Center at Stockholm University
2005-2012 and has had visiting positions at
Berkeley (1993), Cambridge (2004-2005), Oslo
(2006), and the University of Cape Town (stints
2011-2013). He is a member of the Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton, where he is visiting
2013-2014.

His core area of research is in the roles and functions of knowledge
in environmentally informed modern societies. Another major area of
interest is research and innovation policy where he serves as a policy
analyst and advisor. His research projects encompass the science
politics of climate change through the lenses of glaciology and sea
ice; the emergence of and changes within environmental expertise;
historical images of Arctic futures; and the environmental turn in the
humanities and the social sciences. A major recent development is the
KTH Environmental Humanities Laboratory, 2012 to 2018, funded by a
major grant by industrialist Carl Bennet and matching KTH core funding.

Carmen VALOR

S

ince 2005 Carmen VALOR does
teaching and research activities at the
Faculty of Economics and Business
from the Universidad Pontificia Comillas.
Her research focuses on sustainability,
particularly on consumption and the market
in the transition to sustainability. She
teaches on Communication and Research
Methods (academic and applied). She has a PhD from Universidad
Complutense de Madrid.
Email: cvalor@cee.upcomillas.es
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Fiona LAMBE

F

iona works as a Research Fellow and the editor
of the Renewable Energy for Development
(RED) newsletter. Her main focus areas
include household dynamics in the design and
implementation of household energy projects
in developing countries; institutional and policy
frameworks for up-scaling or replicability of
household energy programmes; the role of the EU
in supporting sustainable energy transitions in Sub
Saharan Africa.

Fiona has participated in policy dialogues with the Energy and Trade
Ministries of Ethiopia and has contributed to the work of a special task
force for the development of a draft National Strategy on Biofuels. She
has extensive knowledge of the environmental-health and policy themes
related to household energy access, and a particular interest in the
socioeconomic dimensions of energy access in developing countries.
Email: fiona.lambe@sei-international.org
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Programme

MONDAY, 23 NOVEMBER 2015 (DAY 0)
Arrival of participants at Stockholm, Sweden. Guests are booked at:
Hotel Birger Jarl Check-in time is at 1500h.
An encyclical presentation is scheduled in the evening (1900h) at the
Jesuit Church (St. Eugenia’s Church). For those who will arrive early
on this date and are interested, you are most welcome to join the
presentation.
Sessions are held at Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI).
See logistics note for details
TUESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2015 (DAY 1)
0630-1030

For participants arriving on 23rd: Breakfast (at the
Hotel/Jesuit House)

0800-1200

Arrival of participants at Stockholm, Sweden
Guests are booked at Hotel Birger Jarl. The Hotel/
Jesuit House is a 2,8 km walk to the venue (SEI). See
logistics note for details.

1215-1300

Lunch at SEI

1300-1315

Welcome Remarks

1315 -1700

SESSION 1
Sustainability Science and Values: Research,
Solidarity and Spirituality
Moderator: Pedro Walpole SJ

1315-1330 Challenges for Humanity
Johan Kuylenstierna, Stockholm Environment
Institute
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1330-1345 Values and ethics in sustainability research: neutral
or normative?
Rasmus Klocker Larsen, Stockholm Environment
Institute
1345-1400 Values on building solidarity: autonomy or
heteronomy
Sylvia Miclat, Environmental Science for Social
Change
1400-1415 Sources of values: the challenge to reason, cultures
and spirituality
Andreas Gösele SJ, Institute for Social and
Development Studies-Munich
1415-1430 Introduction to Table Dialogues
Louise Karlberg, Stockholm Environment Institute
1430-1500 Table Dialogue (15 minutes per table)
Topics:
1. Solidarity
2. Personal Responsibility
3. Conflicting Values
4. Inviting and Allowing for Diversity
1500 - 1530

Afternoon Tea / Coffee

1530 - 1630

Session 1, Table Dialogues (continuation)

1630 - 1700 Summarising Table Discussions
Facilitator: Johan Kuylenstierna
1715-1845

SESSION 2
Education for Sustainability: Science and Values
Moderator: Andreas Carlgren
Panel Discussions
Michael Garanzini SJ, Higher Education Secretary of
the Society of Jesus
Astrid Söderbergh Widding, Vice-Chancellor of
Stockholm University
Sverker Sörlin, Royal Institute of TechnologyStockholm

1900 - 2100

Dinner
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WEDNESDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2015
0630-0830

Breakfast (at the Hotel/Jesuit House)
Note: Check-out time at Hotel Birger Jarl is at 12:00
noon. If not extending, need to checkout after
breakfast. Participants can their luggage at the
hotel’s storage room.

0830-0845

Recap of Day 1

0845-1200

SESSION 3
Mind-Shift and Social Transformation: Towards a
Global Agenda for Social Inclusion
Moderator: Jose Ignacio Garcia SJ

0845-0900 Communicating Science in a World of Change
Robert Watt, Stockholm Environment Institute
0900-0915 Cultures and Religions, Challenges for Social
Transformation
Michael Czerny SJ, Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace-Rome
0930-0945 Changing Minds and Hearts
Carmen Valor, Comillas University-Madrid
0945-1000 Working with Stakeholders in Local Communities:
Achieving Transformation on the Ground
Fiona Lambe, Stockholm Environment Institute
1000-1030

Morning Tea / Coffee

1030-1200

Session 3, Table Dialogues
Table Dialogue (15 minutes per table)
Topics:
1. Injecting Hope and Building Trust
2. Personal Story Telling and Communication
3. Joint Learning
4. What change we are looking for?

1200-1230

Summarising Table Discussions and Way Forward
Facilitator: Pedro Walpole SJ

1230-1400

Lunch

Participants are free to go after lunch, except for those who have set
meetings on the side.
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This Dialogue is organised through the programme of
the Global Ignatian Advocacy Network on Ecology. The
Stockholm Environment Institute, Newman Institute and
Environmental Science for Social Change (ESSC) serve
as the secretariat for this meeting.
GIAN Ecology Members

